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 Message of Our Lady, Queen of Peace 
on March 25, 2007
“Dear children! In this time of grace, I call you anew to prayer and renunciation. May your day be interwoven with little ardent prayers for all those who have not come to know God’s love. Thank you for having responded to my call. ” 

REFLECTIONS ON THE MESSAGES FOR PRAYER GROUPS 
I call you to prayer and renunciation
In the previous monthly message Our Lady said: “With the time of Lent, you are approaching a time of grace.“ She compared our hearts to ploughed soil that is ready to receive the seed and which will bring the fruit. From the seed will grow what we have sowed in it. Our Lady reminds us that we are free to choose good or evil. It is up to us to make a decision. The choice is ours.

This Lenten time is the time of grace and Our Lady calls and encourages us to persist on the path of prayer and renouncing. Our Heavenly Mother strives for our good. She knows that she cannot force us to good. And it is not her intention either. She comes to us meek and humble, with high respect to our dignity and freedom. 

In her last message she calls us to prayer and renunciation. In fact, there is no such a message in which she would not call us to it. Especially Lenten time is a time of renunciation. The most difficult is to renounce oneself, as Jesus said: “If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself...“ (Mt 16:24-25).

As we contemplate on depth of Jesus` renunciation, all our renunciation seems to be quite insignificant. Christ gives Himself to us in a small piece of bread that looks so tiny and ordinary. In fact, Eucharist represents greatness of His self renunciation. And that is the extent to which Jesus wanted to renounce himself. The Last supper is the great mystery of Christ’s renunciation.  

Our Lady’s message is simple but deep. Our renouncing should bring us closer to the moment when we bow down before God’s Will and accept God's plan for our lives. Only then we would be able to understand profound meaning of Christ’s self-renunciation and His passionate Love for us that is largely offered in the Eucharist.

Even Jesus disciples, the ones who followed him, who were listening and watching him, did not understand him. While He is about to give Himself up for us they are fighting for places in the spotlight. “An argument also began between them ...” (Lk 22:24). His disciples want him to realize that he is mistaken. That he has not gained anything among the leaders of the nation; they were rejecting him from the very beginning all the time. Yes, he was for some time popular among the people but gradually he lost also them. Even his disciples are showing him that they do not understand the meaning of His message. They are no better than the others.  And they would like to be so important. The disciples mortify him. And Jesus mortifies himself even more. He reveals his solution. When we are overcome by pain, we are easily falling to depression and to self-pity. In this way we seek consolation and relief. There is also another way which is more challenging for us. It is the way of total surrender to God and it’s only possible when we forget our Ego and renounce ourselves. It will be a time of grace for us which ultimately leads us to greater renunciation of ourselves. 
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But Jesus self repudiation doesn’t stop here, it goes even further. He washes the feet of his disciples. They are astonished by his service. This is what it takes to be a hero according the Gospel: to wash each others feet. The master falls on the knees in front of his disciples and washes their feet. And on the way of renunciation he goes even further. He makes himself the piece of bread and the sip of wine. He gives us the gift that is far beyond our comprehension. It is priceless because he is the gift Himself. The Giver and the Gift are unity of the One. If we want to meet Him in Eucharist we need to become as simple as little children. But if it’s hard for us to kneel, if we cannot wash feet of our brothers and sisters then we do not really believe in Eucharist. 

If we have desire to belong to Jesus, there is no other way for us. Our Lady comes to us and calls us to the path of renunciation, only by which we can really come to understand the meaning of Jesus’ message and love. Only when we get to know him and experience his love we can share God’s love with others. Do not ever give up following this path. Because this is the only path where we can find true meaning and fullness of life which Christ promises us!

Fr. Ljubo Kurtović

Dear Friends of our Queen of Peace!

Day by day we are approaching Easter Victory, the triumph of Love over Evil, the time when we celebrate the greatest mystery of our Faith. Let us thank God for the Queen of Peace that is coming in this Lenten time with new encouragement. Do not stop in the middle of the halfway but once again let us decide to respond to Her call.  

This time she calls us to make a new decision - to renounce oneself, to renounce our Ego that makes us blind and unable to recognize God. But we are so weak. At the beginning of Lent we made a lot of firm resolutions but later found it hard to keep to them. Many times we have not succeeded in our efforts and now we feel ashamed and unworthy to continue. However, let us accept Our Lady’s call as new resolution to do our best so that God’s and Her plans would be accomplished with us and through us.
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Our Lady calls us to fill our days with little ardent prayers for all those who have not to come to know God’s love. Let us recall those precious moments when we experienced touch of God’s immeasurable Love. It might have happened through a person, during our prayer, in holy Sacraments or simply when we were admiring beauty of nature. Let us be responsible and thankful for these gifts. Let’s look around with open eyes and hearts. There are so many people close to us who haven’t received gift of faith or Christian upbringing. They might have never met anyone who decided to follow Jesus and shared His Love with others.

Our Lady calls us to interwoven these days with little ardent prayers. Let us fill the remaining time of Lent with instant prayers – while working, resting, in our sorrows and pleasures of an ordinary day. Make these be our brief encounters with the Lord; asking and interceding for those who have not come to know Him.   

Terézia Gažiová
Our Prayer Group will meet on Saturday, March 3rd, 2008.  In this time of grace we pray for all those who have not come to know God’s love.
***
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We recommend you a document by the Holy Father Benedict XVI.; published on December 8, 2007

Eucharistic Adoration for the sanctification of priests and Spiritual Maternity  

You will also find it here: www.clerus.org
“Dear children, God does not want you lukewarm and undecided, but that you totally surrender to Him. You know that I love you and that out of love I long for you. Therefore, dear children, you also decide for love so that you will long for and daily experience God's love. Dear children, decide for love so that love prevails in all of you, but not human love, rather God's love.“ (November 20, 1986)

„Little children, God is great and His love for every creature is great. Therefore, pray to be able to understand the love and goodness of God. In the goodness and the love of God the Creator, I also am with you as a gift.“  (October 25, 1995)
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„Wake up from the sleep of unbelief and sin, because this is a time of grace which God gives you. Use this time and seek the grace of healing of your heart from God, so that you may see God and man with the heart. Pray in a special way for those who have not come to know God's love, and witness with your life so that they also can come to know God and His immeasurable love.“ (February 25, 2000)

„Do not forget that you are here on earth on the way to eternity and that your home is in Heaven. That is why, little children, be open to God's love and leave egoism and sin. May your joy be only in discovering God in daily prayer.“ (July 25, 2000)

„Pray, little children, in a special way for all those who have not come to know God's love. Pray that their hearts may open and draw closer to my heart and the Heart of my Son Jesus, so that we can transform them into people of peace and love.“ (January 25, 2004)

„Little children, Little children, today I am near you and I bless each of you with my motherly blessing so that you have the strength and love for all the people you meet in your earthly life and that you can give God's love.“ (November 25, 2000)

„This is a time of grace. That is why pray, pray, pray until you comprehend God's love for each of you.“ (February 25, 2001)
So many pilgrims who come to Medjugorje believe that we the visionaries are privileged, that it is just enough to say a word to us because God will accept our prayers more than He will accept the prayers of other people. But that way of thinking is completely wrong, because for Our Lady as Mother, there are no privileged children. We visionaries are the same as every single one of you to Her. She chose us to help others find the way leading to God. It is not because we are more worthy or that our prayers would be rather accepted. We all have the same importance for Our Lady, but we just have different missions and different ways.
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But if we can still talk about the privileged ones when we look at Our Lady’s messages, the way I understood, then we would be talking about priests. Because Our Lady never said what they should do, but She always repeats what we should do for them. She says that they don’t need you to judge or criticize them, but they need your prayers and your love. She says: “If you lose respect for your priests, you will lose it for the Church and in the end for your God as well.” That is why I am always asking from the pilgrims; when you go back to your parishes, show to other people that you were in Medjugorje, in Our Lady’s school, show that by the way you are treating your priests. If your priest is doing the way in which you think he shouldn’t be doing, do not judge or criticize, because in that way it would just cause bad (fruit) for yourself and for those who are listening to you. You better take the Rosary and pray to Dear God for him, fast for him, because that is the way to help him. Not through judging. Only God is allowed to judge. Our Lady says, “Dear children, God will judge them the way they were as priests. But God will judge you the way you treated your priests.”
Mirjana Dragičević – Soldo, the visionary from Medjugorje
Fr. Slavko Barbarić OFM

„PRAY TOGETHER WITH A JOYFUL HEART “
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MarijanA Vasilj‘S TESTIMONY

“I am also one of those who had the fortune to hear Our Lady’s voice in my heart and receive messages like Jelena. I am thankful to God for this experience because it has enriched me and has led my life in the right direction.

In response to Our Lady’s desire, we began a prayer group in which I participated as well. Our Lady also gave messages through me for the prayer group.


In one of the first messages to Jelena, Our Lady asked for a prayer group to be established. There were about 60 young people who responded to Our Lady’s call. At the beginning Our Lady gave a condition for entering into the prayer group, namely, to remain in the group for four years and no to take major decisions during that time.


At the beginning, Our Lady asked us to meet once a week, then twice a week, and afterwards three times a week. She asked us to pray together the Rosary of Jesus, which She Herself taught us and the seven Our Father’s. She taught us about the need to read Sacred Scriptures and how to mediate on and speak about the messages. At each prayer meeting, Our Lady gave messages for the prayer group. Mainly, all of the messages spoke about prayer. She taught us to pray with the heart and to come to know what the will of God is for us through prayer.


She often said that prayer needs to be joy because it is a meeting with God.


She taught us how to pray spontaneously, namely, to express in our own words what is in our hearts in the form of prayer. She taught us to speak with God and, in this way, to unburden our soul and heart from all difficulties and anxiety. 


Ceaselessly, She called us to completely open our heart to God, telling us that only in this way will we find peace and discover joy in our lives.


Many times She repeated that She is with us even in the most difficult moments and that is why we never need to feel abandoned or lonely. She encouraged us to reach out to God because He wants to lead us and to fulfill our lives.


This, and everything else She told us, helped me to understand that life without God is empty and unfulfilled, despite everything else we may have. 


Today, living a family life, I try to place prayer in the first place and to live our Lady’s messages. Through this, my life as a wife and a mother is filled with peace and joy.


Every day I thank Mary anew for all of the words She has addressed to me. Through them She leads me through life, showing me the true way – the way of prayer, faith and trust in God.”
	The newspaper “Voice Medjugorje” is a call, invitation for everyone who wishes to pray for intentions of Queen of Peace and for realization of Her plans. By witnessing in our lives we long to become Mary‘s Light to this world, to spread peace all around. On June 25, 2004 our Lady said: "Dear children! Today also, joy is in my heart. I wish to thank you for making my plan possible to become reality.  Each of you is important therefore, little children, pray and rejoice with me over every heart that has converted and become an instrument of peace in the world. Prayer groups are powerful, and through them I can see, little children, that the Holy Spirit is at work in the world. Thank you for having responded to my call."
Our small newspaper is published monthly since December, 2004. The new issue is sent via email a few days after the Virgin Mary gives Her message on each 25th day of the month. Voice Medjugorje is published in Russian, Slovak, Ukrainian, Lithuanian and Lithuanian language. Through our newspaper we unite in prayer with our brothers and sisters from prayer groups mostly from the eastern countries – Russia, Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, Moldavia, Belorussia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Slovakia and Czech Republics.
Prayer groups meet according to the agreement made among the members, usually once a week, at their houses or at churches. Prayer meetings are conducted in modest and humble way and consist of praying rosary, meditation upon the text of the Bible and our Lady’s message, sharing after the meditation, praying for the prayer intentions of the Queen of Peace, praying for the needs of neighbors, dedication to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
In our lives we attempt to follow the messages of Our Lady, which means:
· to pray three rosaries a day
· to fast every Wednesday and Friday
· to attend Holy Masses, often receive Holy Communion and adore Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament
· to pray for the priests and Church 
· to meet in prayer groups at least once a  week, according to agreement of the members
 We usually meet in prayer on the first Saturday of each month. If possible, the prayer meetings are held on this day. At meetings, we pray three rosaries, attend Holy Mass, Adoration and read reflections from the newspaper Voice Medjugorje. We all pray for the intentions given in the newspaper, for the period of a whole month. 
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	Russia
	Oľga Knazjeva
	tel.fax: 0073472771617(pre Oľgu)  
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	olga_knyazeva@list.ru knyazev@anrb.ru

	Ukraine 
	Duda Miroslav
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	posmishka@mail.uz.ua

	Lithuania
	Danute Totoraytite
	tel:     00370 52 343 330
	i.kondratiene@vdtat.lt, Mirija@one.lt

	Latvia
	Zinaida Lapsa
	tel. mob: 003718318855 
              003719139702         
	 zinaida@eriga.lv

	Moldavia
	Vladimír Nadkrenicinii 
	 
	nadkrenicinii@mail.ru

	Slovakia 
	Marta Uchalová
	tel:    00421 905 412040
	marta@maria.sk

	Czech Repulik 
	Jana Prudká
	tel.: 0038763 902 373
	jprudka@email.cz

	Medjugorje
	Terézia Gažiová 
	tel.fax: 0038736650004
	terezia.gaziova@tel.net.ba

	Pakistan
	Nadeem Feroze
	tel.: 092 053 3607924
	nadeemchrist@yahoo.com
christendomvillage@yahoo.com
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