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“Dear children!  

Also today I am with you and with joy I call all of you: pray and be-

lieve in the power of prayer. Open your hearts, little children, so that 

God may fill you with His love and you will be a joy to others. Your 

witness will be powerful and everything you do will be interwoven 

with God’s tenderness. I am with you and I pray for you and your 

conversion until you put God in the first place. 

Thank you for having responded to my call.” 
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MESSAGE OF OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE 

June 2, Medjugorje 

to Mirjana Dragićević-Soldo 

“Dear children!  

I desire to work through you – my children, my apostles – so that in 

the end, I may gather all of my children there where everything is 

prepared for your happiness. I am praying for you, that through 

works you can convert others, because the time has come for acts of 

truth, for my Son. My love will work in you – I will make use of you. 

Have trust in me, because everything that I desire, I desire for your 

good, the eternal good created by the Heavenly Father. You, my 

children, my apostles, are living an earthly life in union with my 

children who have not come to know the love of my Son, who do not 

call me ‘mother’ – but do not be afraid to witness the truth. If you 

are not afraid and witness courageously, the truth will miraculously 

win, but remember, strength is in love. My children, love is repen-

tance, forgiveness, prayer, sacrifice and mercy. If you will know 

how to love, by your works you will convert others, you will enable 

the light of my Son to penetrate into souls. Thank you. Pray for your 

shepherds. They belong to my Son. He called them. Pray that they 

may always have the strength and the courage to shine with the 

light of my Son.” 



All of Our Lady’s messages are filled 

with an invitation to pray. Mary, as 
mother, knows that only prayer keeps 
our relationship with God alive. It is 

good to remember some of her calls to 
prayer, so that we revive and awaken 
a desire for prayer, which means a de-

sire for God: “Dear children! Today, I 
am calling you to prayer. Without pray-
er you cannot feel me, nor God, nor the 
graces I am giving you…”; “Pray until 
prayer becomes for you a joyful meet-
ing with your Saviour…”; “If you do not 
pray… I cannot help you”; “You are not 
able to understand how great the val-

ue of prayer is as long as you your-
selves do not say: ‘now is the time for 
prayer, now nothing else is important 
to me, now not one person is important 
to me but God’.” 

Our Lady’s desire is to revive our 
relationship with God and to keep it 

alive. The only thing that Jesus asks 
from his disciples is faith. Faith must 
be nurtured, maintained and cultivat-

ed. Faith is linked with prayer. Losing 

faith begins with forgetting to pray. 
The one who doesn’t pray anymore 

becomes an unbeliever. Not in the 
sense that he does not proclaim God, 
but simply because he had left the 

place where communion with Him 
happens. God, who is no longer pre-
sent in prayer, becomes unreal and 

far away. He remains in our memory 
as an idea or some remote divinity. 

When there is no prayer, God no more 
affects a heart or inspires action. 

All spiritual teachers unite in say-

ing that prayer is difficult and chal-

lenging. The Christian Fathers said 

that prayer is the greatest art. St. 
Paul writes, “We do not know how to 
pray”. We learn to pray by praying. 
Many fail to pray, and therefore cease. 
Some leave prayer after they have 

tried and “seen” that prayer is useless 
and barren. Most Christians find rea-
sons to justify neglecting prayer: lack 

of time, the accelerated pace of life, 
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REFLECTIONS FOR PRAYER GROUPS 

PRAY AND BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF PRAYER  

......The essence of The essence of 

prayer is in prayer is in   

surrendering surrendering   

ourselves to God for ourselves to God for 

Him to completely Him to completely 

conquer and conquer and   

transform our mind transform our mind 

and heart, to purify and heart, to purify 

our eyes for our eyes for   

the correct view the correct view 

of the whole of the whole   

of reality.of reality.....  
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environmental concerns, inability to 

find a peaceful and quiet place. Thus, 
prayer becomes a “luxury” for “saints” 

who “have nothing to do.” 
Despite all of this a desire and need 

for prayer remains in a person. 

Knowledge of God is not enough. We 
need to make contact with God. The 
disciples of Jesus who saw him, un-

derstood that they had never prayed 
or hadn’t known what prayer is. Jesus 

himself prays and invites his disciples 
to pray with him. On Mount Tabor af-
ter Jesus’ prayer, the heavens opened 

and the voice of the Father was heard. 
In Gethsemane, Jesus invites a trio of 

apostles: “Pray, that you may not fall 
into temptation” (Luke 22, 40). After 
the resurrection, the apostles pray to-

gether with Mary, the Mother of Je-
sus, easily and perseveringly, awaiting 

Jesus’ promise – the Holy Spirit. Mary 
has been with the Church in prayer 
from the beginning. Through prayer, 

we enter into a communion of love 
with Jesus and his mother. Only by 

prayer do we remain in living connec-
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tion with the Spirit that permeates the 

Church. A Christian who does not 
pray, cannot hear the suggestions of 

the Holy Spirit. 
True prayer always separates us 

from ourselves, cleanses our look so 

that we can see the misery of the 
world and extend our prayers to all 
those with whom the Lord identifies: 

and these are the smallest, oppressed, 
last, least, deceived and tortured. 

To verify the accuracy of our prayer 
it is good to ask whether it penetrates 
my everyday life, my thoughts and ac-

tions, and whether I look at people 
through the eyes of God? If my prayer 

does not change me, then it has not 
overcome superficiality. It has re-
mained somewhere on the outside. If I 

see in others only their shadows and 
weaknesses, then I do not see them as 
God sees them. The essence of prayer 

is in surrendering ourselves to God for 
Him to completely conquer and trans-

form our mind and heart, to purify 
our eyes for the correct view of the 
whole of reality. 

Let us pray: 

 

Virgin Mary, Mother of faith and prayer, you were steadfast in prayer with 

the apostles at the Cenacle of the Last Supper awaiting Jesus’ promise. Your 

whole life was prayer and devotion. You put your whole life into two sentences: 

“Behold, I am the handmaiden of the Lord” and “Let it be done unto me according 

to your word”. Until the end you stayed loyal, persisting and tireless. Thanks to 

you, that even today you do not leave us, but you want to lead us on the ways 

that are narrow but lead to life. We want to learn from you to pray. We want to 

pray with you. Teach us by your Immaculate Heart to submit our life and our eve-

ry day into God’s hands. Let God’s grace, through your intercession, awaken and 

revive in us all that has fallen asleep and whatever is lifeless. Into your hands we 

surrender ourselves, our families, communities, the Church and the whole world. 

Amen.  

Fra Ljubo Kurtović  



we have forgotten. Scenes from the 
Gospel repeat themselves in the events 
of our lives. Everything is possible for 
those who believe; don’t be afraid, only 
believe; your prayer has healed you. 
Praying with the words of the Gospel, 
searching the heart of Jesus, strength-
ens our faith in His Almightiness.  

We are listening to similar words in 
Mary’s messages: “Dear children; Again 
I call you to faith. My motherly heart de-
sires for your heart to be open, so that it 
could say to your heart: believe. My chil-
dren, only faith will give you strength in 
life‘s trials. It will renew your soul and 
open the way of hope. I am with 
you.“ (2nd Oct 2008) 

Sometimes we are devoted to Jesus, 
with a good decision “to pray and be-

lieve” and we start walking on water as 
Peter did. Then we start to doubt and 
suddenly fall. The hand of Jesus that is 
bringing us out of the water today is 
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How much hope Mary is bringing us 
again with today’s message. “Pray and 
believe in the power of prayer” – so sim-
ple and at the same time so deep. This 
gives us an opportunity to think about 
how our prayer is. We experience many 
difficulties in prayer. Sometimes it is a 
drudgery that we welcome any excuse 

to miss. “We start it grudgingly and fin-
ish with joy”, says one teacher of pray-
er. Sometimes we pray “to pray” – only 
babbling like pagans or performing like 
Pharisees. Sometimes we stop praying 
because the Lord is not giving us what 
we ask for and so it seems useless. We 
are weak, tired, distracted, we do not 
have time… And here Mary comes, she 
wants to refresh us, wake us up and 
she invites us with joy – “pray and be-

lieve in the power of prayer”. This is an 
invitation, a motto for these days. She 
repeats to us the words of Jesus in a 
motherly way, she reminds us of what 

PRAY AND BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF PRAYER  
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In this month of June 
let us pray for 

 
This month we will thank 

 
FOR THE 34 YEARS OF THE MERCIFUL PRESENCE OF THE QUE-

EN OF PEACE IN MEDŽUGORIE AND PRAY FOR NEW VOCATIONS 

Mary. She teaches us to pray on the 
knees. There is no other way. We be-
lieve without limits only the one who 
loves us. “Prayer is a conversation with 
the One who loves you and you know 
it”, says St. Teresa of Avila. Mary is 
teaching us this very slowly, but perse-
veringly and responsibly. To daily build 
our relationship with the Lord as our 
best friend. There is a great victory in 
finding time for prayer in spite of what-

ever prevents us from deciding to pray. 
This is an exercise. Slowly, step by 

step, a habit forms and faith in the 
power of prayer begins. To pray means 
to solve problems with Jesus, to look 
on everyday or special events with Je-
sus. To pray and believe means to build 
our house on rock.  

“Open your hearts, so that God may 
fill you with His love,” Mary invites us, 
and you will be a joy to others. Your 
witness will be powerful and everything 
you do will be interwoven with God’s 

Let us pray: 

Thank you, Lord, for those graces you are giving us through Mary. In her heart we 

open up to your love. Love of God, come, transform us, fill us, so that we are able to 

achieve what Mary asks from us – the victory of love. Strengthen our will, faith, and 

endurance in prayer, to ask for this gift. Amen. 

Terezia Gaziova 

tenderness.” Once, somebody asked the 
visionary Maria Pavlovic which message is 
the most beautiful and the most challeng-
ing. She answered: “The most beautiful is 
when Mary says – I am giving you my love. 
And the most challenging – give my love to 
others.” Our Lady desires that we win the 
hearts of people for God’s Kingdom with 
love. This is challenging, but not impossi-
ble. We are invited to work on ourselves, 
to go back again and again to what en-
dures forever – love. We receive it in Eu-
charist, in prayer, in confession, in the 
Gospel, in fasting, in good works. Every 
day new challenges, situations and people 
await us.  

In one recent message Our Lady tells 
us: “Do not permit that by looking at you 
and your life, they are not overcome by a 
desire to come to know my Son“. (2nd 
March 2012) 

We carry a great responsibility. She 
doesn´t want us to speak so much. She 
wants that out life speaks – that we learn 
to speak with deeds of love. She asks us in 
her messages to be the reflection of God’s 
love at every step. The visionary Mirjana 
shares her experience with us: “When peo-
ple ask me what is the greatest desire of 
Our Lady or the greatest message, I an-
swer – love.” Let us pray daily together 
with Mary, for the gift of God’s love. 

...Praying with the words of 

the Gospel, searching  

the heart of Jesus,  

strengthens our faith  

in His Almightiness... 
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NOVENA OF 34.rd ANNIVERSARY OF THENOVENA OF 34.rd ANNIVERSARY OF THE  

APPARITIONS OF OUR LADY OF MEDJUGORJEAPPARITIONS OF OUR LADY OF MEDJUGORJE  

Dear friends, Dear friends,   

We invite you to join We invite you to join 

the novena the novena 

prayer prayer to the Virgin to the Virgin 

Mary as a thank you for all Mary as a thank you for all 

the graces that we have re-the graces that we have re-

ceived, through her inter-ceived, through her inter-

cession before cession before   

the Most High. the Most High.   

We will begin to pray the We will begin to pray the 

novena together with the novena together with the 

parish of Medjugorje    parish of Medjugorje    

on the 15th      on the 15th      

June, 2015.June, 2015.  

During the novena will During the novena will 

those who live those who live   

in Medjugorje will climb in Medjugorje will climb 

Podbrdo each day and Podbrdo each day and 

thus join you in prayer.thus join you in prayer.  

 

Novena consists of the Rosary, for the following intentions:Novena consists of the Rosary, for the following intentions:Novena consists of the Rosary, for the following intentions:   
 

1st day -  We pray for the visionaries 

2nd day - We pray for the priests who serve in the parish  

    of Medjugorje  

3rd day - We pray for the faithful of the parish of Medjugorje  

4th day- We pray for those in charge of the Church  

5th day - We pray for all the pilgrims who were in Medjugorje  

6th day - We pray for all the pilgrims who come to Medjugorje  

7th day - We pray for the realisation of all the plans that God has  

    through Medjugorje  

8th day - We pray for all prayer groups and centers in the world,  

    which are connected to Medjugorje  

9th day - We pray for the intentions of the Queen of Peace  



 

„...Little children, believe,  

pray and love, and God  

will be near you. He will give you 

the gift of all the graces you  

seek from Him…“  

 October 25. 2005 

 

„...Today I want to call all of you 

to decide for Paradise. The way is 

difficult for those who have not 

decided for God. Dear children, 

decide and believe that God is  

offering Himself to you in His  

fullness…“  

October 25. 1987 

 

„...Pray and believe  

little children, God gives you  

graces and you do not see them.  

Pray and you will see them.  

May your day be filled  

with prayer and thanksgiving  

for everything  

that God givesyou…“  

October 25. 2002 

 

„...Also today I call you to prayer. 

Little children, believe that by 

simple prayer miracles can be 

worked. Through your prayer you 

open your heart to God and He 

works miracles in your life…“ 

October 25. 2002 

 

„...Little children, believe and 

pray that the Father increase  

your faith, and then ask for  

whatever you need. I am with you 

and I am rejoicing because of you 

conversion and I am protecting 

you with my motherly mantle...“   

April 25. 1988 
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BELIEVE... 
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II. Experience of fasting 
  

2.2. The Witness  
of a Religious Sister 

Continue… 
 

You spoke about the change of your 

relationship with others? 

Much has changed. It is impossible to put 
into words or to express. I would like to con-
vey the joy and experience of God to every-
one regardless of what others may think of 
me. Whenever I speak I feel at risk but I am 
not afraid. In the experience of love for oth-
ers, I actually first felt my own weaknesses. 
Everything came to the light. When I saw a 
weakness in myself that I criticized in some-
one else, it was easier for me to forgive them 
and to continue loving them. This is why I 
cannot judge others and I understand their 
weaknesses. All these are graces I received 
through fasting.  

At this time, communities do not fast. 
How has your community accepted your 
fasting? 

At the beginning there were difficulties 
and there was opposition because of a fear 
that something would happen to me be-
cause of fasting – that I would get sick. But 
I had the strength to remain on my path 
and to remain faithful to Our Lady. I was 
convinced that this was God’s will and that 
Our Lady would not ask for something im-
possible. However, one needs to be prudent. 
Enough liquids must be taken. My own ex-
perience confirms that when I fast I am pro-
tected in a special way and that it is not 
dangerous at all to fast. During fasting, a 
lightness of the body takes place and I can 
pray and work more. I can endure more. 

During the days of fast-
ing, I overcome every-
thing by my surrender 
to God. For me, a day 
of fasting is always a 
day of prayer and Ado-
ration and somehow 
this has become my 
life. When I do not fast, 
I feel the weight of my 
body and that I cannot 
go further – I become 
tired. 
Yes discovered bread, 

but did you also have an experience 
with water? 

For a long time, I really concentrated on 
bread and I came to understand more pro-
foundly ‘why bread’. On concerning water 
also awakened in me. I felt a deep desire to 
truly be Christian and to enter into the 
depths of Christianity by looking at how 
the early Christians lived. They were 
strong in their faith and endured every-
thing because they looked to Christ. I 
started to learn from them. Whenever I 
drank water while fasting, I received a gift 
of seeing the baptism of Our Lord and the 
blessed water He was baptized by. Every 
time I drank water, a prayer from the 
Psalm came to me “Wash me of my iniquity 
O Lord, and cleanse me from my sin.” My 
experience with bread also deepened. 
Whenever breaking the bread, these words 
come to my heart, “My God is the Bread 
that is broken and given to all.” In this 
way, fast days become a ceaseless prayer. 

I will never forget when I first realized 
the extraordinariness of the drop of water 
being poured into the chalice by the priest 
and intermingling with the wine. This drop 
of water is a challenge and a call for me to 
become small and pure like it. Since then, 
the yearning within me to be cleansed and 
purified has grown even stronger as my 
heart repeats, “Wash me, cleanse me, 
anoint me…” 

What else would you like to recom-
mend to the religious brothers and sis-

ters? 

Simply that we be ‘Christian’ and be rec-
ognized as such. Like everyone else, we all 
need to be cleansed and purified from 
cursing, drugs, conflicts, arguments and 
interpersonal judgments. We cannot be 
recognized as Christian when we behave 
like that. It is my desire that we bring fast-
ing back into our lives and that we may 
experience God. This is possible. God con-
tinually wants to purify us so that we can 
live like real Christians. Those of us who 
are consecrated must be a sign of love and 
peace among other consecrated people so 
that, in this way, we can serve them even 
better for the glory of God. Let us fast and 
pray not to fall into the temptation of living 
only for ourselves, but that we may live for 
others. I promise everyone to include them 
in my fasting and prayer. I hope that the 
Lord will make us capable of witnessing 
His Eucharistic love and spreading His 
peace.  

Slavko Barbarić, OFM 

FAST WITH THE HEARTH 
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VIEW ON THE FAMILY THROUGH THE EYES OF THE CHURCH 

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither 

has it entered the heart of man, the 
things which God has prepared for those 

who love him.” 
In the sacrament of marriage the couple 

accepted God into their union, and that’s why 

they live as a threesome, whether they want 
to or not. Nobody has the power to nullify this 

contract. The groom is still with them, if they 

invite him.  

Do we know anything at all about heaven? 

The history of “beautiful love”, on which John 
Paul II focuses in his Letter to Families, reach-

es its accomplishment by arriving in heaven. 

This is God’s logic – that a man who is creat-

ed from love is to come, through the beautiful 

love which he accomplishes on earth, to the 

eternal heaven promised to him by God! 

Human imagination stops here because it 
does not know where and what the promised 

heaven is – it is the greatest mystery of all 

mysteries! 

But it is promised. Jesus Christ specifical-

ly promised it as the definitive goal of the hu-
man earthly journey through life. Heaven, 

which is for those who are united by a great 

and beautiful love, must be common because 

they want to be together!  

Heaven!? Heaven, heaven is full, but not 

only heaven! At Fatima Our Lady showed hell 
to little Jacinta. And it was such a horrible 

sight that ever after the young girl did every-

thing she could, she mortified herself in all 

possible ways, just to save “poor sinners” 

from hell. Heaven and hell – two poles at the 
end of history... Only these two possibilities! 

The Holy Father says that we will be held 

to account, that we will be judged according 

to our deeds – our love, whether good or bad, 

beautiful or sinful. 

Love is the way that God has showed as 
the one that leads to heaven; although it is 

not easy, just like every other journey to per-

fection. Love costs something, must cost 

something. It requires effort and is fed by it. 

Everything of value costs something. And eve-

rything of value brings joy. Beautiful love 
which must be learnt; love that costs some-

thing, that requires sacrifice and self-control, 

gives a foretaste of heaven. After years of ef-

fort love passes to the stage of depth, silence, 

peace and joy, and brings the simple realisa-
tion of just being together – that we want to 

be together because we feel fine together. 

And we want to stay together, forever! 

The thought of heaven should be a joyful 

thought because the fulfilment of everything 

that we have longed for is waiting for us 
there. 

Heaven must be deserved, here – on earth. 

We still have time!  

Heaven is not so much a reward as it is 

the accomplishment of a plan. The logic of 
love must have heaven at its end because 

how otherwise could love survive until eterni-

ty?  

Simply heaven, eternal happiness, is the 

continuation of the same journey of love here, 

on earth, full of astonishment and admiration 
for God’s work; it is the accomplishment of 

God’s plan. Love never ends but in heaven 

reaches its culmination.  
 

Thoughts are taken from the book: For 
families, to be strong in God…, Wanda 

Póltawska (SALI-FOTO, 2010). 

FOR FAMILIES, TO BE STRONG IN GODFOR FAMILIES, TO BE STRONG IN GODFOR FAMILIES, TO BE STRONG IN GOD………   

The letter of the now Saint John Paul II is a great invitation to a beautiful love which is 

the only one able to give both earthly and eternal joy. And real love, which unites inner 

people – human souls, will not perish, but continually grows and has the power to survive 
all of life’s tests. S
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Father Slavko would always say that 
Medjugorje, where nothing looks attrac-
tive on the surface, has three main 
sites: the church of St. James and the 
two hills – Apparition Hill (Podbrdo) 
and Cross Mountain (Krizevac). One of 
the hills – Podbrdo – is, in his words, 

“the hill of Mary” or “Bethlehem” – the 
place where everything started. It is the 
hill where, with a rosary in our hands, 
Our Lady leads us to her Son. The oth-
er hill – Krizevac – is the meditation of 
the Way of the Cross. The last station 
on Krizevac is the resurrection of Je-
sus. It teaches us that the cross leads 
to resurrection, to victory. The partici-
pants go up both hills during the semi-
nar. 

The seminar is led by one of the local 
priests who are Franciscans. Every day 
he gives two lectures on spiritual top-
ics. The seminar for the Lithuanian 
group was led by Fr. Marinko Šakota. 
The lectures focused on the following 
topics:  

Fasting in the School of the Virgin 
Mary; Fasting and prayer of the heart; 
The cross and accepting suffering – 
crosses in our life; Forgiveness; God’s 
word and life according to the Word of 
God. 

The participants could also ask 
questions.   

A silent adoration is held in the 
chapel during the seminar. It is an op-
portunity for personal prayer and 
kneeling before Jesus in the Eucharist.  

What did I experience at the semi-
nar? (Testimonies from some of the 

participants) 

“The most powerful 
thing for me was the 
celebration of the Eu-
charist and adoration 
in the church during 
the evening pro-
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TESTIMONY 

“Mum, you gave me the 
nicest gift ever – this 

week here!”  

With these words a girl 
thanked her mother for 
inviting her to the semi-
nar of fasting in Medju-

gorje. 

 

A seminar of prayer, fasting and si-
lence was held in Domus Pacis – a 
house for spiritual retreats – on 3rd-8th 
May 2014 in Medjugorje. This time the 
seminar was attended by a group from 
Lithuania, and some people from Rus-
sia, Belarus and Ukraine. 

What is the seminar of prayer, 
fasting and silence?  

A retreat of fasting, prayer and si-
lence was first organized in Medjugorje 
by Father Slavko Barbaric. The very 
first seminar was on 17th-23rd Novem-
ber 1991. The retreat can be described 
as “life with bread and water in prayer”.     

How is the seminar conducted?  

The seminar starts on Monday morn-

ing and lasts until Friday morning. 
Each day starts with Holy Mass in the 
small chapel in the house. Breakfast, 
lunch and supper are served in the 
common canteen. There is meditation-
style music played in the background 
and the participants do not rush with 
their eating; they eat bread, and drink 
water or tea. In this way they learn to 
“stay at the table”, just like Jesus – 
meditating over the mystery of bread, 
from earthly bread to heavenly bread. 
They discover the simplicity and value 
of bread.  

Every night the participants attend 
the evening prayer programme in the 
parish church (the rosary, Holy Mass, 
prayer for healing of the body and soul, 
and on some days animated adoration). 

 

     MAY IN THE SCHOOL OF THE VIRGIN MARY 

 

 
3rd – 8th May:    Seminar of prayer, fast-ing and si-

lence 
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but then they change their minds with-
out giving a reason. Sometimes I don’t 
know who is going until the very last 
moment.  

It was an unusual way of cross for 
me this year. I remember the deep re-
flections of every single station.”  

Danuta 

“The most precious gift I got here from 
the Heavenly Mother is faith. I felt Je-
sus’s touch and I prayed with tears in 
my eyes. 

I remembered the words of St. Fausti-
na: Tears are a grace which allows con-
centrating on oneself. It is a very inter-
esting detail of life.”    

Regina 

“Medjugorje is a wonderful opportuni-
ty to get to know oneself. This was a 
week of intensive inner growth. Here 
one looks the same, ordinary everyday 
things, but more deeply. One doesn’t go 
home the same. As if we knew that love 
can do everything. We can change our 
relationship to everything and to every-
one…  

gramme. I got answers to all the ques-
tions which were worrying me. Jesus 
answered with humour, without unnec-
essary comments. The most important 
words that I remember are: “Accept, re-
joice and be grateful”. In my heart I un-
derstood how to believe, and how to ac-
cept this big gift.”    

Juradi 

“This is my first time in Medjugorje 
and the first moments here were hard, 
even unbearable. During the rosary in 
the evening programme I walked 
around and everything, every single 
voice, annoyed me. All of a sudden eve-
rything fell silent, there was total si-
lence. I thought: “Oh, finally silence, 
how great.” And suddenly I heard an 
inner voice: “Why aren’t you kneeling?” 
At that moment I didn’t understand any-
thing; only at the end of the evening pro-
gramme did I learn that Our Lady 
comes at 5.40pm… 

The Lord has given us Mary and she 
cares about us as if we were small chil-
dren: she tells us what to do and even 
how to behave in everyday situations.”  

 Marija 

“I have been organising pilgrimages 
to Medjugorje for many years. When 
you organise a group, you get very tired 
and do not want to organise anything at 
all. You experience incomprehensible 
hardship and tiredness. This time I 
found fifty people almost immediately, 
but then, when I booked the bus, only 
sixteen people were left because the rest 
cancelled, and I wanted to cancel the 
trip. I told myself I would not go. Sud-
denly, I heard a voice: “How dare you? 
My bravest fighters are on this bus”. 
That night I had a call from Grodno that 
another four people would like to go. So 
I started to organise a group again; eve-
ry single person matters. 

Satan does not want us to go on pil-
grimage to Medjugorje. It is always an 
inner fight, some kind of restlessness at 
the time of organising the pilgrimage. At 
the beginning people register for the trip, 
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You can find more photos and testimonies 

at: www.svetlomariino.com  

http://www.svetlomariino.com/
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On 23rd May 2015 on the Pentecost Vigil  
Our Lady gathered her children to pray for the realisation of 

her plans of peace and her intentions in the Church of St. Ma-
ria Magdalena in Riga. This year the meeting was international 

because people from Lithuania, Russia, Belarus, Slovakia, 
Ukraine, Austria and even Moldavia were present.  

We sincerely thank God for everyone who prayed with us on 
this day! 

 

 

 

23rd May: Pray-

er meeting in 

Latvia 

I understand that every day I must 
convert in my faith, not reproaching any-
one: neither you, nor anyone else. In this 
life we must become small and not look 
down on others. This helps us to respect 
people. I thank everyone for their smiles. 
Today I choose Mary, to be my spiritual 
mother, and her Son Jesus.”  

Irena 

“After the prayer meeting my heart 
was full of peace and joy. I was espe-
cially touched by the Holy Mass, adora-
tion, and listening to testimonies. A big 
thank you to all who organised this en-
counter, and to all who prayed with us.”  

O. Eduard, Belarus 

“It felt like heaven. Never before have 
I realised how much of a role Our Lady 
has in God’s plan of salvation. Before, I 
used to pray to her only because every-
body does. But now I know who she is 
and what she expects from me, because 
I met her, living, at this meeting.”  

Vanda, Latvia 

“We thank our brothers and sisters 
from Latvia for receiving us and organis-
ing this prayer meeting. Joy filled our 

hearts that common prayer and a desire 
to cooperate with Mary united people 
from different countries. The lectures of 
Gottfried and Teresa brought me closer 
to Mary. Now I want to pray even more 
and work on my conversion.” 

Janina, Belarus 

“Until now I thought that holiness 
was only for certain chosen ones. I 
thought that I was so imperfect that I 
could not become holy. But something 
unexpected happened to me at the meet-
ing. When Gottfried asked: “Do you 
want to become holy?”, I did not even 
notice that I shouted out: “Yes!” I want 
to go on the way of holiness because I 
understand that with Mary it is possi-
ble. She does not only invite us to go on 
this way but she shows us how to do it. 
At this meeting I felt the presence of Our 
Lady as never before.”  

Jekaterina, Latvia 

“A prayer group from Kaliningrad in 
the spirit of Medjugorje’s “Light of Mary” 
celebrated its 9th anniversary this year. 
In this important time we attended the 
5th international meeting in Riga. 

After the meeting in Riga I kept Gott-
fried’s words in my heart: “Do not forget 
to thank God for the gift of being a Cath-
olic, asking the Holy Spirit for the gift of 
God’s love in order to share it with oth-
ers, and remember the importance of for-
giveness no matter how difficult it is.” It 
is not easy for us and Teresa comment-
ed on this: ‘By uniting our hardships 
with Christ’s suffering, we give our 
hardships a new meaning, and we are 
changing. I was inspired by a sermon 
from Father Rodion. The Holy Spirit is 
also a person, which means that I can 
turn to him: ‘You, Holy Spirit, change 
me, give me God’s Love!’ And: ‘Think 
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about where there is a desert in each 
one of us…’ 

I very much thank the organisers 
that we ‘followers’ of the School of 
Mary had an opportunity to meet up, 
listen to the God’s word and become 
stronger in our 
faith among like-
minded people – 
because our faith 
needs to be re-
newed, and we get 
it through meetings 
like this.”  

Elena, Kalinin-
grad 

“This meeting 
was a source 
which filled my 
thirsting soul with 
faith, hope and 
love. My soul has 
been renewed. 
Prayers in different 
languages did not separate, on the con-
trary, they united. I experienced great 
joy being together with my own native 
ones, immersed in the sound of the mu-
sic of Medjugorje, and meeting those 
who carry the spirit of Medjugorje.”   

Lena, Latvia 

“I liked the prayer meeting very 
much. The voice of Teresa filled our 
souls with joy and peace. Somehow it 
became obvious that we all are God’s 
children, that God loves us, and sends 
us Our Lady Queen of Peace for our 
salvation. Heaven was present here, in 
the church, and Mary was our mother. 
Her presence was very strong. I very 
much liked the testimony of a mission-
ary from Austria – specific and peace-
ful. One could see that everything he 
talked about was real. His experience 
of conversion touched many hearts. 
Everything was so natural and honest. 
A big thank you to Teresa and Gott-
fried.  

For me it was a new experience to 
pray in different languages. We all be-

came closer, and opened our hearts and 
souls to meet God and Our Lady. Sing-
ing in different languages was also very 
nice. It touched our souls. We thank all 
those who attended the meeting, organ-
ised it, and worked and prayed so that 
the meeting could take place. We re-

turned home very happy. Also, we un-
derstood that we have to do something 
concrete so that we can pray so beauti-
fully and deeply at home as well – in 
Lithuania. It is certainly what Our Lady, 
our Heavenly Mother, wants from us.” 

Genute, Lithuania  

“Just as the apostles and disciples 
were gathered around Mary at Pente-
cost, so we gathered too, praying and 
listening to God’s word at the prayer 
meeting in Riga for the Pentecost Vigil 
this year. After the meeting I could not 
describe what I had experienced! I felt 
as if I was in heaven! Indeed, heaven 
was with us and prayed with all of us, 
gathered from various countries and na-
tions, for gifts of the Holy Spirit.”  

O. Rodion, Latvia 

“Love from which threads go to the 
different corners of the earth through 
people. And these threads must be seen. 
LIGHT exists. Nothing has to be proved 
to anyone. It is enough to be united in 
love.” 

Dina, Russia  
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Who are we? 

The Light of Mary is a prayer group, 

which members want to walk on the 

path of holiness, led by Our Lady is in 

this special time. Through witness of 

their lives, in the spirit of the Gospel and 

messages of Our Lady they want to bring 

Jesus - the Light of the world, to this 

world; to renew the life of faith in their 

parishes. 

„Dear children! Today also, joy is in my heart. I wish to thank you for making 
my plan possible to become reality. Each of you is important therefore, little 

children, pray and rejoice with me over every heart that has converted and be-
come an instrument of peace in the world. Prayer groups are powerful, and 

through them I can see, little children, that the Holy Spirit is at work in the 
world. Thank you for having responded to my call.” June 25, 2004 

Our newspaper is published monthly since Decem-
ber, 2004. The new issue is sent via email a few days 
after the Virgin Mary gives Her message on each 
25th day of the month. Voice Medjugorje is pu-
blished in Russian, Ukrainian, Slovak, Lithuanian, 
Lithuanian, German and English language. 

Through our newspaper we unite in prayer with our 
brothers and sisters from prayer groups mostly from 
the eastern countries – Russia, Ukraine, Lithuania, 
Latvia, Moldavia, Belorussia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, 
but also Pakistan, India, Slovakia, Czech Republic, 
USA, Germany, Austria. 

Prayer groups usually meet in prayer every wee. If 
possible, the meetings are held at church. Program 
of each meeting is simple, the prayer consists of ro-
sary prayer, reflection on the Bible and messages of 
Our Lady, sharing, prayer for the intention of Our 
Lady, for the needs of the neighbors and consecra-

tion to the Immaculate Heart of Our Lady. 

We usually meet in prayer on the first Saturday of 
each month. If possible, the prayer meetings are held 
on this day. We pray three rosaries, attend Holy 
Mass, Adoration and read reflections from the ne-
wspaper. We all pray for the intentions given in the 
newspaper, for the period of a whole month. 

FIRST SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH Prayer groups SM 

IN OUR LIVES WE ATTEMPT TO FOLLOW  

THE MESSAGES OF OUR LADY: 
 

 to pray three rosaries a day  

 to fast every Wednesday and Friday 

 to confess monthly  

 to attend Holy Masses, often receive Holy Communion and adore 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 

 to pray for the priests and Church 

 to meet in prayer groups at least once a week, according to  

      agreement of the members 

 to help and serve our neighbours in a specific way 

If you want to join us in prayer or receive our newspaper, please send an email to: gospa3@gmail.com 
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KOORDINATORENKOORDINATOREN  
LMLM Websites about Medjugorje 

SLOVAK:  

www.gospa.sk 

 
CZECH: 

 www.medju.com 

 

RUSSIAN:  

www.medjugorje.ru 

 
UKRAINIAN:  

www.medjugorje.com.ua  

LATVIAN: 

www.medjugorje.lv 

 
Lithuanian: 

www.medjugorje.lt 

 

ENGLISH: 

www.medjugorje.net 

 
GERMAN: 

www.medjugorje.de 

We wish you a blessed time of prayer with Medjugorje parish.  

LIVE STREAMING  

FROM MEDJUGORJE 

Website of the praygroup The Light of Mary  

If you would like to support our mission The Light of Mary, you can 

contribute to the account:  

Account No.: 33 2025 6607;   Bank Code: 3100;  

Bank Name: Volksbank Slovensko, a. s.;                                          

IBAN: SK77 3100 0000 0033 2025 6607; SWIFT/BIC: LUBASKBX                          

    God bless you 

In conformity to Pope Urban VIII’ Decree and the directives of the Council Vatican II, the editor declares not to have the in-
tention to precede the judgment of the Church about the supernatural character of facts and messages related on this pages. This 
judgment belongs to competent authorities of the Church, to whom the editor submits himself fully. Words like «apparitions, mi-
racles, messages» and similar have here the value of human witness.  

Dear reader of the newspaper ´The Light of Mary´ .We would like to inform you that distribution of this newspaper (unless 
additional c   hanges) is permitted and welcomed. In the case of using the texts for another purpose, the editor of the newspaper 
claim s right to give permit. Please, contact us at: gospa3@gmail.com.  

RUSSIA 

Oľga Knazjeva 

tel.fax: + 7 3472 771 617 

tel.mob: + 7 9174 643 735 

olga_knyazeva@list.ru   
knyazev@anrb.ru 

 

UKRAJINE 
Duda Miroslav 

tel. mob: + 380 505 026 414 

posmishka@bk.ru 
 

LITHUANIA 
Danute Totoraytite 
tel: + 370 52 343 330 

mirija3@gmail.com 
 

LATVIA 

Mārīte Jēkabsone  

tel. mob: + 371 29 496 878  

bernadetster@gmail.com  

Franciska Strode  
tel. mob: + 371 26 300 819  

franciska.strode@inbox.lv  
 

MOLDAVIA 
Vladimír Nadkrenicinii 

nadkrenicinii@mail.ru 
 

ENGLISH 
 SPEAKING 

Jaroslava Pytelová 

jarka.pytelova@gmail.com  
 

GERMAN 
SPEAKING 

Lenka Marhefková 

lenka.marhefkova@gmail.com 
 

SLOVAKIA 
Marta Uchalová 

tel. mob: + 421 905 412 040 

marta@maria.sk 
 

CZECH 
REPUBLIC 

Jana Prudká 

jprudka@email.cz 
 

MEDJUGORJE 
The Light of Mary 

tel.fax:  + 387 36 650 004 

          tel. mob:   + 387 63 682 620 
gospa3@gmail.com 
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